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PEOPLE THAT WALKED IN DARKN ESS HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHT 1|SA.9:2 





@® May Jesus Christ, the Son of God 
and Lord of Glory be in your heart and 
home this Christmas: not just a senti- 
mental spirit of some kind but the 
Living Saviour of all who will person- 
ally receive Him. May He enter and 
take up His abode with you. 


@ It is at Christmas that the univer- 
sality of the Gospel is best demonstrat- 


ed. After his tour of the Far East in 
1956, Billy Graham reported: “When I 
went to India, I was told that I was up 
against something different—the ori- 
ental mind, but I preached the same 
thing I had in Europe and America 
and I found that it had the same ap- 
peal.” The Saviour, born in Bethlehem, 
took upon Himself the sins of the world. 
That is Good News to every culture. 


@ We hear much of the “spirit” of 
Christmas. And lately we have heard 
several times of the “spirit” of Christ 
as our authority for prayer, as, 
“this we pray in the spirit of Christ.” 
Somewhat mystified, we have asked 
people what they meant by praying “in 
the spirit of Christ” but those we have 
asked mostly shrugged their shoulders 
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Where Two Worlds Meet 





Our Christmas is sometimes robbed of its beauty and sim- 


plicity by our gift-giving 


Expanded Services 


By Rev. Handel H. Brown 





Churches should first determine and attempt to meet urgent 


needs of the aged 


Christmas Joy 
By Henry G. Perry 
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or looked surprised. A search of the. 
ology books and recent theologica) 
journals has failed to turn up an ap. 
swer. Does anyone know what is jn. 
tended by the substitution of “in the 
spirit of Christ” for “in the Name of 
Christ” in prayer? 


@ Shortly after Christmas a great 
many missionary-minded people will 
bundle up their Christmas cards and 
ship them to missionaries for use in 
their work overseas. We would remind 
you that many cards are neither de. 
sired nor usable: cards with purely 
secular pictures, such as a cheerful 
fireplace; cards with little else but 
Santa Clauses and reindeer; even relj- 
gious cards if the theme is Roman, 
such as a Madonna and Child. If you 
sort your cards and discover only a 
few bearing a usable religious theme 
(the Star, Shepherds, Wise Men, Carols, 
Bethlehem) don’t be discouraged. Two 
that can be used are better than fifty 
that cannot. 


@ Speaking of usable and unusable 
cards, we have been greatly encouraged, 
this year, by the volume of good of- 
ferings in the Christmas card line. 
Organizations such as the American 
Bible Society and denominations such 
as the Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
are among the latest to produce their 
own lines of beautiful cards, to be 
added to the appropriate offerings of 
independent publishers marketed by 
other denominations such as our own. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, a 
Presbyterian weekly magazine, devoted 
to the statement, defense, and propa: 
gation of the Gospel, the faith which 
was once for all delivered to the saints, 
published every Wednesday by the 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Inc., 
in Weaverville, N. C. 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICES: $3 a year 
for individuals, $2 for members of 
Every Family Plan churches. All cor- 
respondence regarding subscriptions, 
advertising or other business matters 
should be addressed to the business 
office in Weaverville, N. C. Second- 
class mail privileges authorized at 
Weaverville, N. C. 


EDITORIAL correspondence should be 
addressed to P. O. Box 3108, Asheville, 
N. C. Editorial offices located at 84 
Kimberly Ave. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS notices should 
be addressed to the business office, 
Weaverville, N. C., allowing three 
weeks for change in the continental 
U.S. Change notices should include 
both old and new addresses. 
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A CHILD (OF GOD) IS BORN 


KOREA—Rain was falling in tor- 
rents when we arrived one Sunday 
morning at Sam-gye township. The 
township has never had a Christian 
church but an energetic young evan- 
gelist supported with “pioneer evan- 
gelism” funds from the Mission has 
been working among the people. Upon 
our arrival he led us through the 
sticky mud of the village alleys to a 
little elevation where the framing of 
a new church was in the process of 
being erected! 


The evangelist then led us to a near- 
by home where services are being held 
temporarily, to examine as a catechu- 
men, the first new believer in the 
village, a young woman. A goodly part 
of the village squatted about us in 
the small room and jammed the door- 
way listening attentively to my ques- 
tions and the girl’s answers. After- 
wards we celebrated the sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper together, just six 
of us in a crude and crowded situation 
with swarms of curious visitors stand- 
ing about. 


Surely it must have been some- 
thing like that in the primitive first 
century Church. Here was the testi- 
mony of the Gospel in strange sur- 
roundings, the faith of a little child, 
the joy of a new-found life in Christ. 
Surely there is no thrill to be compared 
with that of one who can say, in the 
words of the blind man of Galilee, 
“One thing I know, that, whereas I 
was blind, now I see!” 


—(Rev.) Joseph B. Hopper 











WCC Elects, Adopts a Revised ‘Basis’ 


NEW DELHI, India — Adoption of a new basis for membership and election 
of officers were the major actions during the second week of the World Coun- 


cil of Churches’ Third Assembly. 


By a 383-36 vote (with many of 
the over 600 delegates not voting), 
the WCC constitution was amended 
to read: “The World Council of 
Churches is a fellowship of Churches 
which confess the Lord Jesus Christ 
as God and Saviour according to the 
Scriptures and therefore seeks to ful- 
fill together their common calling to 
the glory of the one God, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.” 


The new “basis” was hailed by 
evangelicals and members of the East- 
ern Orthodox delegations, but some 
liberals complained that it was too 
“divisive” and “exclusive.” The new 
elements are the reference to the 
Trinity and Scripture. The previous 
basis of membership was acceptance 
of “Our Lord Jesus Christ as God 
and Saviour.” 


In its elections, the WCC named 
two laymen to its presidium for the 
first time and enlarged its Central 
Committee from 90 to 100 members. 


Laymen -named to the six-man pres- 
idium are Charles C. Parlin; a New 
York lawyer who is secretary of the 
Methodist Commission on Church 
Union, a former vice-president of the 
National Council. of Churches and a 
former member of the WCC Central 
Committee;: and Sir Francis Ibiam, 
governor of Eastern Nigeria and a 
Presbyterian elder. 


The only president re-elected was 
Archbishop Iakovos of New York, 
primate of the Greek Orthodox Arch- 
diocese of North and South America. 
Others named to the presidium: Dr. 
Arthur Michael Ramsey, Archbishop 
of Canterbury; Dr. Martin Niemoel- 
ler of East Germany, president of the 
Evangelical Church of Hesse and Nas- 
sau; and Dr. David G. Moses, prin- 
cipal of Hislop College in India and 
president of the National Christian 
Council of India. 


The new Central Committee, which 
will govern the WCC until the next 
assembly in 1967 or 1968, includes 
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15 members from all Reformed bodies. 
There are 17 members from Eastern 
Orthodoxy, including five from the 
Russian Orthodox Church. 


Of the 21 United States represen- 
tatives on the Committee, three are 
from Presbyterian bodies. They are: 
Dr. James A. Millard, stated clerk, 
Presbyterian, US, and Dr. Eugene Car- 
son Blake and Dr. John Coventry Smith 
of the UPUSA denomination. 


Delegates opened the second week 
of the meeting by attending a joint 
Communion service celebrated accord- 
ing to the Anglican rite. “All who are 
baptized communicant members of 
Churches” were invited. It was re- 
ported that most delegates received 
the sacrament, but the Orthodox 
(Greek, Russian, etc.) and some Lu- 
therans did not. 





Behind Iron Curtain: 
Holiday, Not Holyday 


VIENNA — What happens behind 
the Iron Curtain at Christmas? The 
occasion is promoted as a “Commu- 
nist feastday” instead of a religious 
holiday. 


The word “Christmas” was actually 
used last year in Budapest, but it was 
to a “Christmas Carnival” that the 
Hungarian Communist Youth Organi- 
zation invited youngsters. Those who 
gathered at the Parliament building 
were then expected to play and dance 
with “pioneer leaders” around the 
“winter tree,” and view a “progressive 
fairy land” set up in one of the rooms. 


Some Hungarians got special ra- 
tions of “luxurious consumer goods,” 
such as Russian champagne, at the 
holiday season. 


Having failed at keeping people in 
Czechoslovakia from churches on 
Christmas eve the previous year, the 
Red Army in that country sponsored 
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“gala” dinners on Christmas eve and 
invited workers and peasants to at- 
tend. Films and other entertainment 
followed the big meals. 


In Romania, Albania and Bulgaria, 
where Christmas has been “abolished” 
officially, all celebrations have been 
moved to New Year’s Eve, when trade 
unions and Communist party members 
distribute gifts and stage theatrical 
performances. 





Success of Russians 
Hailed by Dr. Blake 


NEW DELHI, India (RNS) — Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of 
the United Presbyterian Church in the 
USA, commended the World Council 
of Churches’ admission of the Russian 
Orthodox Church in a letter which will 
be circulated among his denomination’s 
membership in the U.S. 


If the WCC’s Third Assembly here 
had not voted to admit the Russian 
Church, it would have betrayed “its 
own essentially Christian nature and 
purpose,” Dr. Blake said. 


The UPUSA clerk said the Russian 
Church is “legally . . . free in its in- 
ternal affairs ... It is my own judg- 
ment that the existence of Christian 
Churches in the Soviet Union is the 
largest single crack in the totalitarian 
structure of the U.S.S.R.” 


(Editor’s note: Dr. Blake has ap- 
parently not been listening to his own 
colleagues who have expressed concern 
over evidences already mounting that 
the Orthodox, with Russia at the head, 
will henceforth dominate the WCC.) 





Ban on Yule Parties 
In DC Parks Requested 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — 
A law professor at George Washington 
University here announced he will seek 
a court injunction to halt the holding 
of Christmas parties for children at 
District of Columbia playgrounds on 
the ground that observance of a re- 
ligious holiday violates separation of 
Church and State. 


Prof. Morris H. Friedman said: “I’m 
not against children’s parties, but I 
just don’t think it’s right to have a 
party with a religious theme on a 
_public playground or in public space.” 


Prof. Friedman lodged a_ protest 
last. spring when a Parents’ Club 


New ‘Home’ Developments Are Varied 


(Editor’s note: At Christmas most 
churches emphasize the Joy Gift for 
retired and disabled ministers and oth- 
er programs for the aging. Among 
developments announced this year in 
the field are the following:) 


TEXAS — Sixty low rent apart- 
ment units are planned around the 
periphery of a handicapped persons’ 
center by Presbyterian Service Center 
in southeast Houston. The $125,000 
main building will be the first unit, 
but apartments and other improve- 
ments on the five-acre site will bring 
the total cost to about $425,000. 


FLORIDA — First Church of St. 
Petersburg will open 77 retirement 
dwelling units of the “life lease” type 
in the downtown area next year. The 
congregation already owns two apart- 
ment buildings to start its Leisure 
Manor project, and when a new church 
edifice is occupied the _ present 
church site will be used for more 
apartments. Leases cost from $5,000 
to $12,000, and residents will pay 


Old-Age Specialists 


BERLIN — In West Germany, 
where two-thirds of the 2,900 old- 
age homes are operated by church- 
es, welfare organizations of the 
Evangelical Church (EKID) have 
created a new charitable profes- 
sion: old-age nurses. Protestant 
authorities have appealed espe- 
cially to elderly women who are 
still physically able, and who have 
no families of their own to care 
for — such as widows and pen- 
sioners — to take up this pro- 
fession. After several months of 
training, these nurses are assigned 
to old-age homes or to care of 
the aged within local parishes. 





planned an Easter party for pre-school 
youngsters who play at Emory Play- 
ground near his home. He suggested 
that they make it a “spring party” 
instead, with no reference to the re- 
ligious festival. He said this was ac- 
cepted when parents agreed that it 
would not be fair to non-Christian 
children. 


(Editor’s note: The need to be 
“fair” to non-Christians does not re- 
quire us to set up a non-Christian cul- 
ture functioning exclusively for the 
benefit of non-Christians.) 


$150 per month for meals, maid sery. 
ice and other care. 


NEW MEXICO — N. L. Tharp, g 
rancher, built a home especially for 
senior citizens in Clovis and then of. 
fered it to any organization which 
would operate it for that purpose, 
The new building and its site (togeth. 
er valued at $200,000) were accept. 
ed by Retirement Ranches of Roswell, 
an agency of the New Mexico Presby. 
terian Synod. 


OHIO — The first in a possible na. 
tion-wide string of “dream villages” 
is planned near Waverly, Ohio, by a 
church-owned corporation. Four Pres. 
byterian churches organized the cor. 
poration to buy a 325-home develop. 
ment originally built for workers at 
a nearby atomic energy plant. Pur. 
chase price was $681,000. The homes 
are to be offered to persons over 6? 
on either a monthly rental basis or 
a life-time lease basis. Leases would 
cost $3,960, and rent for two-bedroom 
homes would range from $30 to $50 
per month. 


PENNSYLVANIA — Pennsylvania 
Synod of the UPUSA Church is plan- 
ning an 11-story, 100-unit apartment 
building for the aged in mid-city Har- 
risburg. Rentals are tentatively sched- 
uled at from $75 to $135 a month. 


WASHINGTON — Presbyterian 
Ministries, Inc., of Seattle is build- 
ing a 15-story, 250-unit “town house” 
retirement residence on the shore of 
Lake Washington. Lifetime leases 
will range from $9,100 upward, and 
monthly maintenance (including meals, 
laundry and maid service) is to cost 
$125. 


KANSAS — Topeka Presbyterian 
Manor is to be opened by the United 
Presbyterian Foundation of Kansas in 
1962. The Foundation offers nine 
types of memberships for residents of 
its three homes. A place on the wait- 
ing list for the new homes at Topeka 
and Sterling is given to persons pay- 
ing a $2,000 contingent fee. Paid-up j 
life memberships, exempting residents 
from all fees, are obtained by turning 
over to the foundation at time of ad- 
mission funds and properties sufficient 
to pay for future care. 





Faith is the pencil with which the 
soul pictures heavenly things. — T. 
BURBRIDGE. 
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Born a Child and Yet a King— 


Where Cun Worlds Mert 


The way in which we celebrate 
Christmas is as strong a test of our 
religion as any to which we could sub- 
mit. 


It may be that we have been robbed 
of the beauty and simplicity of our 
traditional Christmas. It may also be 
that we did not put up much of a fight 
to retain it. 


OUR GIVING AND 
GOD’S GIFT 


Lavish spending, and giving to our- 
selves and our friends, has reached 
the crazy stage where the whole busi- 
ness of Christmas presents is one of 
the worst headaches of the entire year. 


The Wise Men offered gifts, and we 
have been doing it to one another 
ever since. However we have overlooked 
two significant things. In the first 
place, the Wise Men presented their 
gifts to Christ. But in the second 
place, it was not they who started 
this giving spree. God did. God began 
it all with a Gift that takes our 
breath away. We can only exclaim with 
St. Paul “Thanks be to God for his 
unspeakable gift.” 


We seem to have gone berserk in 
the matter of Christmas presents. It 
is a sad commentary on our day that 
hosts of people think their best friends 
are those who give them the most ex- 
pensive presents. 


Actually, the gifts we make to one 
another have little meaning unless they 
are related to the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ who, though He was 
rich, yet for our sakes became poor, 
that we, through His poverty, might 
have eternal riches. 


At Christmas we are all judged. We 


REV. HANDEL H. BROWN 


are not, however, judged by the pre- 
sents we give, any more than we are 
judged by the presents we receive. 


At Christmas we are judged by the 
Lord Jesus Christ . . . in our midst. 


He does not judge our goodness. He 
does not judge our moral character. 
He takes no account of the fact that 
we belong to a church which bears 
His Name. 


The Lord Christ in our midst judges 
us according to our recognition of His 
presence, and the welcome which we 
extend Him. 


Do we recognize the presence of 
Christ in our midst, and accord Him 
the welcome He deserves? 


Do we, this Christmas, hear in our 
hearts strange, celestial music, “a 
filmy melody, like a star-beam,” stream- 
ing right out of the throne of Almighty 
God, announcing the birth of a Baby? 


Do we understand that the Baby 
whose birth we so noisily celebrate 
at Christmas is the Lord Jesus Christ? 


“Christos,” in Greek, means “The 


Anointed One.” Christmas is “The 
Festival of the Anointed One.” In 
Hebrew it is “Messiah,” — the name 
which embodied and expressed all 
Jewish hopes and longings. 


The Lord Christ is the Lord Messiah. 
In His coming He was tiny and frail 
in body. He was lowly in estate. But 
He was Love Incarnate. 


WHERE TWO WORLDS MET 


Bethlehem is much more than a geo- 
graphical location. It is the spot “Where 
Two Worlds Met.” “Love came down 
at Christmas,” sings the poet. “The 
Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us,” says St. John. 


We see the Babe, weak and helpless 
and small, “lying in a manger,” but 
we must not lose our perpective. We 
must not forget, even at Christmas,— 
especially at Christmas, — that this 
Love will become flaming, revolution- 
ary, triumphant. 


Especially at Christmas must we 
face realistically the vital, elemental 
truth that this Incarnate Love — that 
Christmas itself is related to the prob- 
lems of sin and of death; to the pros- 
pects of freedom from bondage: to 
the bruised and broken spirits behind 
the Iron Curtain; to the frightened 
people of Berlin; to the persecuted 
minorities in Cuba. 


What it says upon these issues may 
not bring comfort to either side, but 
it will bring the assurance that the 
fabric of the world is woven by God; 
that this is a Moral Universe; that we 
do not have the last word and the 
deciding vote; that, in fact, “the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth.” 
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Because He lay helpless in a stable, 
we need reminding that He was 


“Born a Child and yet a King;” 


that He will overcome principalities 
and powers, making a show of them 
openly. 


Further, this Revolutionary Peasant 
is The Prince of Peace. He was born 
because men did not know the things 
that belonged to their peace. He came 
from God to bring men to God. Clement 
of Alexandria had this in mind when 
he said, so boldly, that the divine be- 
came human in order that the human 
might become divine. 


“And we the life of God shall know, 
For God is manifest below.” 


The temporal was exalted by its 
union with the eternal. The stable sud- 
denly became a palace. An outcast 
Child was King of Kings. A Babe re- 
vealed that gladness lies at the heart 
of things. 


Simplicity and immeasurable Love 
are on the throne. Everything else 
is upon its knees. God is speaking my 
language, and yours, and every man’s 

. at Bethlehem. 


It is so simple that poor shepherds 
can understand. It is so profound that 
the wisest of men will always be learn- 
ing. It begins when we forget ourselves, 
our silly dignity, our foolish pride, 
our stupid prejudice, our grasping, 
greedy selfishness. 


In the presence of the Babe we 
suddenly. realize that there is some- 
thing even we can give to Him. How- 
ever little we possess, however little 
we know: we are still capable of giving 
Him our love. 


The manger is a sign that God has 
come down to our level; that He meets 
us down here where all our troubles 
are; that there is a place Where Two 
Worlds Meet. 


To reach Christmas, the amazing 
Hinge of Time, we must tread the 
path of wonder and awe, for this is 
the Lord’s doing, and it is marvel- 
lous in our eyes. 


The power to bind and loose to 
Truth is given: 

The mouth that speaks it is the 
mouth of Heaven. 

That power, which in a sense be- 
longs to none, 

Thus understood belongs to every- 
one. — ABRAHAM COLES. 





“Stand amazed, ye heavens, at this: 
See the Lord of earth and skies; 
Humbled to the dust He is, 
And in a manger lies.” 


We must tread this holy path joy- 
fully, with hearts filled with adoring 
gratitude that we are the objects of 
such matchless love. 


This Christmas let us express our 
thankfulness to Him who spared not 
His own Son, but freely delivered Him 
up for us all, and with Him also freely 
gives us all things. 


Let us express this gratitude by 
remembering that He came down to 
our level so that the homage of our 
hearts may be laid at His feet. 


If we do this, He will call us to 
accept the Christmas purpose: “Peace 
on earth among men of good will.” 
His call will be a challenge, because 
the only possible way we can really 
respond is to become so filled by His 
grace that we become men of good will 
ourselves — men of good will for all 
of God’s children everywhere. 


GOODWILL IS UNIVERSAL 


Good will is never actualized until 
it is made alive by the Spirit of God’s 
own good. will, unless, that is to say, 
we know that: 


“God so loved the world that 
He. gave. His. only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” 


It would be much easier to under- 
stand that verse if it said, “God so 
loved Israel,” or “God so loved the 
Church.” It would be much easier to 
understand it if it left out the word 
“whosoever.” But “whosoever” is there, 


and the verse states flatly, “God gp 
loved the world,” and that must mean | 
everybody in it. ; 


In Bethlehem we see the Child who 
was “the Son of Man,” “with a hear 
pulsing with the blood of the human 
race.” 


In Him there is no narrow national. 
ism; no class prejudice; no “master. 
race” pride; but only a love which en. 
braced the whole of mankind. 


The story of Bethlehem belongs to 
every home. It belongs to the poorest 
just as much as to the richest. It be | 
longs to the Igloo in the Artic Circle, 
and to the Kaffir Kraal beneath the 
steaming equatorial sun. 


The story of Bethlehem can be told 
by the “mother of Salem” in Palestine 
or Massachusetts. There is a univer. 
sality in Christ which leaves out none. 
Bethlehem, Pa., means as much to Him 
as Bethlehem, Judea. 


Have we so easily forgotten what 
kind of love came down at Christmas? 


Does the extreme care with which 
we limit our intimate circle blind us to 
the essential Gospel fact that God has 
no favorites? 


The secret of ultimate harmony is 
to be found Where Two Worlds Meet. 
There we find the Son of God like un- 
to the Son of Man. There the symbol of 
His rule is not a high and lofty throne 
to which only the most exalted can 
climb, but a modest cradle before which 
all can kneel. 


“Let us go now even unto Bethlehem,” | 
and as we accompany the. shepherds 
let us not be in such an haste that we 
miss the message? 


“Jesus comes with all His grace, 
Comes to save a fallen race; 
Object of our glorious hope, 

Jesus comes to lift us up.” 


* * * * 


The Rev. Mr. Brown is pastor of 
the First Church (UPUSA) of St. | 
Cloud, Fla. ' 
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For our Senior Citizens— 


Expanded Services 


“Cast me not off in the time of old 
age; forsake me not when my strength 
faileth” (Psalm 71:9). 


The psalmist’s petition has an ever- 
increasing significance for us today. 


Great strides in medicine, nutrition 
and sanitation and the standard of 
living in general have turned old age 
into a common occurrence. There are 
more old people in our population to- 
day than ever before; there will be 
more and more in the years ahead. This 
extension of the life span raises many 
problems with which each person, his 
family and his community must be 
able to cope. 


Today people find themselves fac- 
ing arbitrary retirement at a time 
when they still have many productive 
years left. This retirement and the 
reduced income which follows obviously 
present a financial stress to many, 
especially when the need for medical 
care is greater than at any time dur- 
ing life. The change from a rural to 
an urban society has practically elim- 
inated the three-generation house- 
hold that we knew so well at the turn 
of the century. This fact coupled with 
the mobile society in which we live 
makes close family ties difficult. Our 
communities are not prepared to help 
the individual adjust to retirement. 
They have not been able to provide 
adequate housing and all the other ne- 
cessities for the individual in his old 


age. These developments challenge the 
Church of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
a new and vital ministry. 


The Christian Church has been con- 
cerned for the total needs of people 
throughout her history. However, this 
concern for the needs of older people 
has sharply increased this past dec- 
ade. Prior to 1949 the Presbyterian 
Church, US, had no services for the 
aging except in the Synod of Virginia 
where a small home caring for about 
twenty individuals was in operation. 
Since 1949 seven new homes have been 
built with a total capacity of 544 ac- 
commodations. 


With the completion of the four 
facilities now under construction and 
of the proposed expansion in present 
homes, resident care can be provided 
for approximately 700 additional peo- 
ple. These accommodations will include 
multi-storied apartment living, congre- 
gate care, garden-type apartments, and 
infirmary and nursing care. This is 
an achievement we can be proud of, 
but we must not stop here. We must 
continue to expand our services to 
these older people. So many opportuni- 
ties are open to us. 


There is an urgent need to expand 
services to senior citizens at the con- 
gregational level. Few churches have 
anything resembling a suitable pro- 
gram for their elderly members. This 
is where we should begin in planning 
any type of service for older people. 


GORDON A. HANSON 


The local church can serve her older 
members by providing for them fun 
and fellowship, worship and study, 
and an opportunity to serve. Further, 
each congregation should become ac- 
quainted with facilities and services 
sponsored by their presbytery or synod. 
In too many instances the average 
church member knows little or nothing 
about the home they are supporting. 
They have not visited the home; they 
are not acquainted with its needs, pro- 
blems or opportunities. Too often Pres- 
byterians are content with the knowl- 
edge that their synod or presbytery 
is operating a “nice place” for their 
old people to go. Sincere concern of 
local congregations can result in bet- 
ter and more adequate services and 
care for older people both in the local 
community and in denominational 
homes for the aging. 


Another real vacuum in the Church’s 
ministry to the aging is a lack of nurs- 
ing homes. It is not hearsay; it is not 
an estimation; it is a fact: the great- 
est need for the health and welfare 
of the older people today is nursing 
homes. This fact is confirmed by in- 
formation provided by State Health 
Departments in every state in the 
geographical bounds of the Church. 
The following comments have been 
taken from various state reports on 
public health: 


“It is our opinion at this time that 
there is a need for nursing homes in 
practically all areas of the state.” 


PAGE 7 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / DECEMBER 20, 1961 








“Total beds needed to adequately 
serve the state is estimated to be 1,211 
(in many areas there is a 100% need).” 


“Additional beds needed — 6,229.” 


“Barely 14% of our needs are being 
me ” 


This need is verified further in re- 
ports received from ministers all over 
the General Assembly. Sixty-five per- 
cent of those reporting state that there 
are not sufficient nursing beds in 
their communities to meet present 





The Present Picture 


What is the Presbyterian Church, 
US, doing to care for the aged? Of- 
ficials of five homes in as many Syn- 
ods answered a “Journal” question- 
naire on the subject. Here are some of 
their answers: 


COST: Average monthly rates vary 
from $108 minimum to $180 maxi- 
mum. The top rate reported was $225. 
One home requires an entrance fee 
ranging from $4,000 to $12,500, de- 
pending on the accommodations which 
the new resident will get. Another 
asks for a “capital contribution” upon 
entrance, based on the resident’s abil- 
ity to pay. This home requires from 
$7,500 to $10,000 if residents are to 
occupy apartment-type units. 


THE NEEDY: Three of the five 
homes take persons unable to pay the 
prescribed fees, but all specified that 
those without private resources usual- 
ly get old age assistance checks from 
public welfare authorities. Residents 
getting this assistance turn over all but 
a certain amount of “pocket money” to 
the home. Persons without income 
are sent to one home by congregations 
who “adopt” them and provide for 
their care. 


MORE HELP: Is there any way to 
admit more who cannot pay? The 
adoption plan was strongly recom- 
mended by one home. Another said 
it can admit more who are unable to 
pay only as benevolence gifts are in- 
creased. 


CONGREGATIONAL AID: Neigh- 
boring churches assist in a variety of 
ways: Visits by pastors and members; 
providing transportation to worship 
services and other church activities; 
sending literature; including women 
residents in circle work; remember- 
ances for residents on special occa- 
sions; furnishing leaders for Bible 
classes, programs and entertainment; 
and “adopting” residents. 


needs. Over half reported that they 
could not recommend available nurs- 
ing home facilities to their members. 
These are astounding and alarming 
facts. One needs only to talk with a 
local health official or Pastor to be- 
come fully convinced of the pressing 
need today for nursing home facilities. 


However, before any Church Cour 
makes a final decision as to the 

of service it will provide, it must study 
carefully and prayerfully to determine 
the most urgent needs of the people jt 
wishes to serve. 


The love of Christ constrains ys 
to be faithful in this ministry of com. 
passion to the lonely, burdened lives 
of His people. Service here is service 
to God, even as Christ has proclaimed: 
“I was hungry and you gave me food, 
I was thirsty and you gave me drink, | 
I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me... as you did it to one of the 
least of these my brethren, you did 
it to me” (Matthew 25:35, 40). 


This is an area of service the Church 
must seriously consider in any attempt 
to minister to her older people. It is 
possible that existing homes could one 
day expand their services to admit 
non-ambulatory persons. In the mean- 
time, however, the Church today must 
begin thinking in terms of building 
many additional facilities for the care 
of the infirmed. 

* . * - 

The Presbyterian Church, US, will 
continue to provide residential living 
for senior citizens. This type of fa- 
cility is needed now, and the need 
will increase in the years to come. 


Mr. Hanson is Secretary of Homes 
and Christian Welfare, Board of 
Church _ Extension, Presbyterian 


Church, US. 


Christmas Jovy 


“Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to ALL 
PEOPLE. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a SAVIOUR, 
which is Christ the Lord’ sent to be the Light of the world that ALL PEOPLE 
might be redeemed and have fellowship with God the Father. 


For God so loved the world, that He GAVE His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 


This is God’s GIFT, sent into the world that the world through Him 
might be saved. 


As we commemorate the day, may we cherish anew the GIFT of God’s love, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who pleads with open arms to ALL PEOPLE, 


“Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 


God’s love gift causes us to rejoice in the Lord, who said, “He that heareth 
My Word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life... | 
and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.” | 


May the joy of His salvation be yours this Christmas, and the peace of 
His abiding presence remain with you always. 


“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government 
shall be upon His shoulder: and His Name shall be called Wonderful, | 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” | 


—HENRY G. PERRY 
The American Tract Society 
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MAKES DIFFERENCE 
between NEED and ENOUGH 


.. does tt 


LIVING COSTS... ARE UP BUT- Give 
INCOME OF RETIRED HASH’T KEPT UP generously 


The retired can have no raises in pay; and what to 
cost $100 in 1950—cost $123 in 1960 (What 
cost $100 in 1940 now costs over $200) 


BOARD OF ANNUITIES & RELIEF M I N I S T A 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 341-C PoNcE DE LEON AVENUE, N.E., ATLANTA 8, GEORGIA 


Cuar.es J. Cunniz, Executive Secretary 
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DITORIALS 


Honor Thy Father And Mother 


“What shall I do with my aged 
father?” 


“What shall I do with my aged 
mother?” 


More than once we have been ap- 
proached by men and women with 
one or both of the above questions 
on their lips. Often they were peo- 
ple of means, living in comfortable 
homes, simply not wanting to be both- 
ered with the old folks, looking for 
approval of their desire to stuff 
them away in a home for the aged. 


“You'll take them in and care 
for them and love them the way they 
loved you through your childhood,” 
we tried to say. “That’s what you'll do 
with them.” 


In this day of lengthening life ex- 
pectancy, we are rapidly approaching 
the time when as many as 30% of 
the people may be well over the re- 
tirement age. Our senior citizens are 
increasing in numbers. In many cases 
the problem of caring for the aged 
is an acute one. All over the coun- 
try homes for them are springing up, 
as evidenced by some of the news 
items printed in this issue of the 
Journal. But the problem of the 
aged is not primarily the problem of 
State or Church care. The problem 


is one of filial devotion, of the Fifth 
Commandment. 


We are living in a day when some 
children have abdicated their natural 
and proper responsibility towards 
their parents. The philosophy of our 
time accepts it almost as a divine 
dictum that children must “live their 
own lives,” which usually means “in- 
dependent of the old folks.” This, 
somehow, has been viewed as a sort 
of inalienable “right” of children. It 
is somehow considered “contrary to 
nature” that a child should include 
in his own plans the needs of his 
parents. 


Such ideas are not so much as 
named among heathen people. In 
the orient, for instance, the old folks 
are the family’s number one concern. 
The good beds in the house belong to 
them and the children can sleep on 
the floor if needs be. 


We could use some of that phil- 
osophy of the family in our Western 
culture. It is the view of the Bible, 
incidentally. The Fifth Command- 
ment is the First Commandment of the 
second Table of the Law, listed 
in order of priority above “Thou Shalt 
Not Kill,” or “Thou Shalt Not Commit 
Adultery.” It is the only Command- 
ment promising a reward and history 





Use Retired Ministers 


A greater use of the retired minis- 
ters of the Church for supplying va- 
cant pulpits is urged in a paper that 
was presented by Rev. Joseph W. 
Conyers, executive secretary of Suwan- 
nee Presbytery, to the Home Missions 
Association in session during the 1961 
Church Extension Conference at Mon- 
treat. The paper points out that as 
of last December 31 our denomination 
had 905 pastorless churches, an in- 
crease of sixty-seven over the pre- 
vious year. At the same time there were 
835 retired ministers. Some of these 
retired ministers are infirm and can 
no longer engage in active service. 
But a considerable number of them 
are retired solely because they have 
passed retirement age and they are 


still capable of effective pulpit and 
pastoral work. The paper says: “It 
is reasonable to assume that there will 
be significant improvement in longev- 
ity in future years which should tend to 
lengthen not only the life of minis- 
ters but also the potential working 
lifetime of such ministers.” It would 
seem that the Church should there- 
fore restudy the present plan of vol- 
untary retirement of ministers at age 
sixty-five and of enforced retirement 
at seventy. If this plan, which was 
adopted many years ago, is outmoded, 
the fact that nearly one-fourth of 
our churches are without pastors calls 
loudly for the suggested restudy. 


—The Christian Observer 


records the fact that God stands by 
this promise in a most convincing way, 


There are very few family situa. 
tions these days in which some pro. 
vision could not be made for the old 
folks. Anyone who would beg t 
disagree with that statement is jp. 
vited to make a trip to Japan where 
whole families live in one room — 
and the old folks are still respectfully 
given a priority corner. 


No family has an inalienable “right” 
to enjoy its comfort at the expense 
of the tranquility and happiness 
of its old folks. Homes for the Aged 
are places for people who don’t have 
children with homes of their own. 
There are exceptions, of course, but 
too many people are pleading the ex. 
ception without just cause. 


You are thinking of the “mother-in. 
law problem” or the “son-in-law prob- 
lem?” Well, in some measure, at 
least, that problem grows out of the 
belief that mothers-in-law or  sons- 
in-law are intruders in a situation in 
which they do not actually belong. If 
children believed, on the other hand, 
that their parents are a prime respon- 
sibility and that the veneration of 
age is a Christian virtue, things might 
be different. We wouldn’t be surprised 
if the Lord didn’t add that promise 
of blessing to the Fifth Command- 
ment precisely because it is sometimes 
hard — humanly speaking — to get 
along with inlaws. 


“What will you do with them?” We 
say, “If you are a Christian you'l 
take them in and you'll love them, 
that’s what you'll do.” There may 
be exceptions, but the exceptions do 
not vitiate the rule—Reprinted from 
the Dec. 9, 1959, “Journal.” 





God’s Word Abides 


The year 1961, which marked the 
100th Anniversary of the Presbyterian 
Church, US, also marked the 400th 
Anniversary of the Belgic Confession, 
doctrinal standard of those sister Re 
formed Churches of Dutch extraction. 


The Reformed Churches used the 
year to celebrate their heritage as the 
Presbyterian Church, US, used the 
year to celebrate hers. Among other 
things, they published an _ excellent 
booklet, Glorious Heretic, the story of 
Guido de Bres, author of the Belgic 
Confession (Eerdmans Publ. Co., 38 
pp. $.75). 


We rejoice with our brethren of the 
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Reformed Churches in their heritage. 
And we would not overlook this: 
Whether in Calvin’s monumental In- 
stitutes, or in the Belgic Confession’s 
37 articles composed by one man, or 
in the Westminster Assembly’s his- 
toric and definitive declaration of 100 
years later, the Reformed faith stands 
forth without contradictions or con- 
flicts. These statements of faith all 
say the same thing. 


This is because these statements of 
faith all affirm what the Bible says. 


Today there is a movement on to 
“pring the Reformed Faith up to date,” 
to “make it relevant to the 20th Cen- 
tury,” to “translate ‘heritage’ into 
‘mission’.” We are told that “noth- 
ing man has written is infallible” and 
even that “the 17th Century repre- 
sented a sort of right-wing extrem- 
ism.” The truth of the matter is that 
some men no longer are willing to 
believe what the Bible says. 


The Church has always had as much 
trouble with detractors within its 
ranks as it has had with the world. 
But this one thing is sure: the Word 
of God abideth forever. If the Lord 
delays His return we have no fear that 
on the next 100th Anniversary the 
Reformed Faith will still be well rep- 
resented — for that very reason. 





Academic Freedom .. . 
A One-Way StreetP 


One of our outstanding Presbyte- 
rian colleges in the South has vig- 
orously defended the appearance of 
Paul Tillich on the campus in a lec- 
ture series on the grounds of “aca- 
demic freedom.” 


Very well. Now as soon as we see 
that the next speaker in this lecture 
series is Addison Leitch, Carl Henry, 
Frank Gaebelein, John H. Gerstner, 
Robert F. Boyd — or one of their 
kind — then we will believe that the 
protestations of “academic freedom” 
are not just pious hypocrisy. 


We are a bit weary of that one way 
academic and pulpit freedom which 
keeps one fist in the face of Christiani- 
ty, while it holds the door open for Ex- 
istentialism and Humanism — then 
turns to Christianity and asks it to be 
less controversial. 


But that isn’t the fault of the Ex- 
istentialist or the Humanist: it is the 
fault of the Christian who lets himself 
be shamed or browbeaten into abdi- 


A Layman And His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


ON SCHEDULE 


One of the awe inspiring aspects of 
the first Christmas is the fact that it 
took place at exactly the right time 
in human history, and for political, 
linguistic and geographical reasons lo- 
cated at the most strategic spot in all 
the world. 


In Galatians 4:4 we read: 


“But when the fullness of the 
time was come, God sent forth His 
Son, made of a woman, made un- 
der the law.” 


Other translations are: “But when 
the proper time came,” (Phillips), — 
“But when the time had fully come,” 
(R. S. V.), — “But when the proper 
time had come,” (Williams), — “But 
when the term was completed,” (New 
English Bible), — “But when the prop- 
er time had fully come,” (Amplified 
New Testament), — “But when the 
time was completed,” (Berkley). 


When our Lord began His earthly 
ministry He announced: “The time is 
fulfilled” (Mark 1:15); and many di- 
rect and indirect references in the Bi- 
ble indicate that our Lord’s advent 
into the world was completely accord- 
ing to divine timing. In the course of 
human history God intervened in be- 
half of a mankind lost in sin, at the 
explicit time when this intervention 
would be most effective — for those 
who had gone before and for those 
yet unborn. 


Furthermore, at the time of the 
first Christmas, Rome dominated the 
world, a nation with established laws 
which were, in general, administered 
for the good of all under her influ- 
ence. Roman law to this day influ- 
ences legal jurisprudence. 


The then-known world was connect- 
ed by roads and shipping lanes which 
facilitated travel, afforded reasonable 
safety to travellers, and because of 
all this made possible the spread of 
the Gospel in the decades immediately 
following. 





cating his testimony. That, plus the 
fact that the children of darkness are 
in their generation usually wiser than 
the children of light. 


Greek culture was at its height. It 
is generally acknowledged that Greek 
philosophy has not been exceeded as 
the measure of man’s capacity to use 
his unaided reason. Men were ready 
and willing to listen to Truth. 


Furthermore the Greek language of 
that day permitted shades of meaning 
not to be found in any other language 
setting the stage for the New Testa- 
ment writings which would reflect an 
inspired accuracy and depth of expres- 
sion. 


Geographically Palestine has been 
called “the navel of the world,” and 
not for naught. Europe, Asia and Af- 
rica converge towards this common 
meeting ground and how logical that 
God’s supreme act of redemption and 
man’s proclamation of that act should 
take place in and go out from such 
a spot. 


From the halls of eternity, and since 
the dawn of human history, God’s 
schedule has inexorably followed the 
divine plan, never late and never slow, 
and so it shall be to the end of the age. 


What concerns us at Christmas 1961 
is whether we are “on schedule” with 
respect to God’s plan for us as indi- 
viduals. We need to face up to our 
own responsibilities. What have we 
done with the Babe of Bethlehem — 
the Christ of Calvary — the One who 
emerged from the tomb triumphant 
over sin and death? Is He merely a 
name to us or is He the Saviour and 
Lord which He came to be to all who 
will welcome Him into their hearts? 


We live in stirring times. Baffled 
by the trend of world events we are 
tempted to forget that God is still 
sovereign and that His schedule con- 
tinues to be fulfilled exactly on time. 
But when Christ has become our own 
Saviour from sin and the Lord of our 
lives, then Christmas becomes a joyous 
reminder of Him who, “when the full- 
ness of the time had come,” redeemed 
us to Himself. 


Yes, God is always on schedule. Is 
the clock of our personal lives set by 
and for Him? 
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THE BELK BROTHERS 
Since 1886 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 
superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 
ing Mr. William Henry Belk’s philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 
with friendly service. 


In doing so we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courteous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection of merchandise from 
top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 
purchase. 


TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
budget in stores doing credit. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 
since 1923 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 
the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 
and honest dealings. 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


J. A. Ellison, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 
A. M. Smith, Resident Mgr. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, 8. C. 
R. P. Crumpler, Resident Mgr. 
's Department Store 
emensten. 8s. C. 
B. L. Plyler, Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, 8. 
J. A. Hagins, “Resident Mgr. 
~~ <¢ = Store 
Cinton, 8 be 
D. B. Smith, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, 8. C. 
J. H. Lyles, Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 
d. F. ong Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Sim Co. 
Abbeville. § s. Cc. 
J. S&S. Hagins, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 
C. E. Hinson, Resident Mgr. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 
elt Co. 
Beaufort, 8 
L. A. Reeves, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, 8. C. 
E. J. Copeland, Resident Mgr. 
oS. Co. 
oodruff, S. C. 
F. B. Hagins, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, 8S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, 8. C. 
R. Grier Robinson, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, 
W. M. Gettys, * Resident Mgr. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s a Store 
Brevard, Cc. 

J. E. saith, Resident Mgr. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Harlan, Ky. 

Delmar Tolliver, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Corbin, Ky. 


Ww. C. " ashley, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Winehester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckman, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 

Willoughby Smith, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

E. C. Huggins, Resident Mgr. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Resident Mer. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Se 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Resident Mgr. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Resident Mgr. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Resident Mgr. 
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J. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


Today's lesson brings to the climax our series of lessons on “Christ- 
ian Growth.” This series has covered some of the most important 
passages dealing with this subject. These passages have enriched 
our knowledge regarding the elements that enter into true growth 
from immaturity to maturity in Christ Jesus our Lord. Such 
growth, often interrupted by the eruptions of our old Adamic 
nature, reaches its ultimate perfection in the life of the eternal 
age to come. Then, though perfect in a sense far deeper and rich- 
er than we can now apply to ourselves, we shall still “grow” in 
our apprehension and comprehension of “the exceeding riches 
of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus” 


(Eph. 2:7) . 


Il. “BUT THE GREATEST OF THESE IS 
LOVE” (I Cor. 13). 


This great chapter on love is comparable to the 
twenty-third psalm in its esteem among God’s saints. 
This immortal chapter, as vast as the riches of God’s 
love, can only be truly understood by those who are 
willing not only to read it but also to live it. Our 
survey must necessarily be very fragmentary. 


1. Love surpasses all gifts (vv. 1-3). Let us note: 


a. The translators of the King James Version 
should not have used “charity” here instead of “love,” 
thus obscuring the meaning of the Greek word 
(agape) which is frequently translated elsewhere (in 
86 places) as “love.” Not found in heathen writings, 
the word agape is, as Archbishop Trench says, “born 
in the bosom of revealed religion” (New Testament 
Synonyms, page 41). The “though” in each of the 
five places should be translated as “if I should .. .” 
The Greek (ean) assumes that the thing mentioned 
is objectively possible. 


b. The argument. Paul, always a logician, is here 
developing the thesis of the superiority of love by 
arguing from the lesser (v. 1) to the greater (v. 3). 
The Corinthians had made speaking in tongues the par- 
amount and preeminent gift; Paul puts it at the 
bottom of his logical ladder. And, furthermore, as if 
to deemphasize the whole matter of tongues-speaking 
among the Corinthians, Paul includes “the tongues of 
men and of angels” in the same spiritual classification. 
Thus the argument is this: all spiritual activity, un- 
less issuing out of love that is truly God-originated 
(I John 4:7-21) , is absolutely void of real significance. 
Even martyrdom itself (v. 3—“if I should surrender 
my body to be burned”) is spiritually ineffective un- 
less inspired by love for Christ. The thought is some- 
what similar te the argument in Phil. 3. 


2. Love shows forth grace (vv. 4-7). In these verses 
Paul shows how love satisfies and sanctifies the Christ- 


By REV. WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.M. 
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Lesson for December 31, 1961 


GROWTH 
MATURITY 


TOWARD CHRISTIAN 


Bible Material: I Corinthians 13; 
Ephesians 4:11-24 
Devotional Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23 


Memory Selections: Hebrews 6:1 





ian graces (see Gal. 5:22f). This he does by describing 
the characteristics of love (agape) . 


a. Positive characteristics: (1) Love is long suf- 
fering. Paul frequently speaks of longsuffering as a 
primary requisite of Christian behavior (Eph. 4:2; 
Col. 1:11; 3:12; I Thess. 5:10; 4:2). (2) Love is kind. 
The chief idea in the verb is that of “gracious kindness 
and benevolence” (Ellicott). It is perhaps significant 
to note that there is only a slight difference between 
“Christ” (christos) and “kind” (chrestos). Christ is 
emininently “the Kind One” (see I Pet. 2:2). 


b. Negative characteristics: (1) Love does not envy. 
Envy is always classified as an enemy of the Christian 
graces (Phil. 1:15; Tim. 6:4; Titus 3:3; James 3:14-16; 
4:5; I Pet. 2:1). (2) Love does not vaunt itself. The 
verb used here corresponds to our “show off” or “make 
an ostentatious display.” Or, since it is a word of some 
coarseness, it may be rendered thus: “does not swell and 
swagger.” (3) Love is not puffed up. The verb used 
here (physioo), except for Col. 2:18, is found exclu- 
sively in I Corinthians (4:6, 18f; 5:5; 8:1; 13:4). It is 
a sad commentary on the spiritual pride of the Corin- 
thian church. (4) Love does not behave itself unseemly. 
Love is always pure and modest and chaste in word 
and manner of life. (5) Love seeks not her own. Self- 
ishness is the root of many evils (I Cor. 10:24, 33; Phil. 
2:4, 21). (6) Love is not easily provoked. The word 
“easily” should be omitted. The verb used here may al- 
so be translated: “flies not into a rage.” Love brings all 
the dormant emotions of evil under complete self- 
control (Gal. 5:23; see Prov. 14:29; 16:32; 19:11; Eccl. 
7:9; James 1:19). (7) Love thinks no evil. The trans- 
lation should be: “Love takes no account of the evil 
(done to it)” (Ellicott). The word “thinks” really 
means “to impute or reckon.” Love does not falsely im- 
pute the actions of others to an evil intent. “Love 
writes our personal wrongs in ashes or in water” 
(The Pulpit Commentary). (8) Love rejoices not in 
iniquity. The translation is better rendered: “Love 
does not rejoice at unrighteousness.” The Christian, 
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unlike the pagan (Rom. 1:32; Thess. 2:12), does not 
take pleasure in acts of unrighteousness (II Sam. 4:10- 
12; Ps. 119:136; Obad. 10-14). 


c. Positive and ultimate characteristics: (1) Love 
rejoices in the truth. “Love rejoices with the truth” 
is a more accurate translation. Christians rejoice in 
God’s Truth when they believe His Word and walk 
in it (Ps. 19:8; 119:14, 162). (2) Love bears all things. 
The verb “bears” (stego) can also mean “to cover” 
(in the sense of Prov. 10:12 and I Pet. 4:8) or “to bear 
up against” (that is, “to endure” the trials and trib- 
ulations of life). (3) Love believes all things. This 
does not mean that love is gullible; but rather here 
is “the guilelessness of a simple and unsuspecting mind, 
which is itself based upon an unblemished life” (The 
Bible Commentary). Love always puts the best con- 
struction on the acts of others. And surely we can af- 
firm that love prompts the believer to believe all of 
God’s Word (Ps. 119:97-104). (4) Love hopes all 
things. Christians have a hope that transcends the fleet- 
ing hopes of men (I Pet. 1:3, 21; 3:15). (5) Love en- 
dures all things. The word translated “endure” (hypo- 
meno) indicates an unwavering perseverance in faith 
under the trials of life (Matt. 10:22; 24:13; II Tim. 
2:10; Heb. 10:32; 12:2f, 7; James 1:12; 5:12). 


3. Love survives the grave (vv. 8-13). In these verses 
the permanence of love is distinctly set forth in a 
series of contrasts: (1) The contrast between love and 
spiritual gifts (v. 8). Love never (oydepote; see its use 
in Matt. 7:23; Heb. 10:1, 11) fails; but spiritual gifts 
will be “set aside” eventually. (2) The contrast be- 
tween the present and partial (v.9) and the future and 
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perfect (v. 10). The “that which is perfect” designates 
the eternal age to be introduced by the second comin 
of Christ (II Thess. 1:10; I John 3:2; Rev. 11:15; 21:5), 
(3) The contrast between the immature and the ma. 
ture, as illustrated by the difference between childhood 
and adulthood (v. 11). The word “child” (nepios) 
really means “infant” (see its use in Matt 21:16), 
(4) The contrast between our present imperfection of 
sight and knowledge and our future perfection of sight 
and knowledge (v. 12). In that eternal day, after the 
resurrection, we shall “fully know” (epiginosko) even 
as we were “fully known.” The “even as” (kathos; 
see its use in I Cor. 11:1; Eph. 5:25; Col. 3:13; | John 
2:6; 3:2f) indicates a comparison of two things of simi. 
lar nature. (5) The contrast between love and two 
other graces — faith and hope (v.13). The Greek reads: 
“but greater than these is the love.” Love is “greater” 
because it is nearest to the nature of God (John 3:16; 
I John 2:16-21). 


III. “TILL WE ALL COME ... UNTO A PER. 
FECT MAN” (Eph. 4:11-24). 


Space allows us only a very limited presentation of 
this magnificent passage of Scripture which speaks 
first of growth in the Church then of growth in the 
individual life of the Christian: 


1. Growth in the corporate life of the Church (vw. 
11:16). Here the following things are to be noted: 


a. Christ’s gift to the Church (v. 11). This gift, 
given at the time of Christ’s ascension (Eph. 4:8) , con- 
sisted of divinely appointed men equipped to lead 
and instruct the Church (see I Cor. 12:28). 


b. The reasons for this gift (vv.12-16). The mani- 
fold reasons may be indicated thus: (1) The general 
reasons. They are two: first, “for the perfecting of the 
saints (omit comma) unto the work of ministering”; 
second, “unto the building up of the body of Christ,” 
(2) The positive reasons (following American Stand- 
ard Version): “till we all attain unto the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, untoa 
fullgrown man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ.” The thrice-repeated “unto” (eis) 
indicates a threefold aim. (3) The negative reason: 
that Christians remain stable in faith against “the wiles 
of error” (see Acts 20:30f; Rom. 16:17f; II Cor. 11:3f; 
II Pet. 2:1-3). (4) The final reasons (vv. 15f). These 
are two: first, our personal engrafting into Christ our 
Head (v. 15); second, our corporate engrafting into 
the body of Christ, the true Church. In both cases love 
has a preeminent part (“speaking the truth in love... 
unto the edifying of itself in love”). 


2. Growth in the individual life of the Christian 
(17-24). This part has two obvious divisions: 


a. Growth set forth negatively in contrast with the 
former life of the believer (vv. 17-19). For this life 
one may well compare Rom. 1:21-28; I Pet. 4:1-4; etc. 


b. Growth set forth positively in the light of the re- 
demption in Christ (vv. 20-24). (1) Paul appeals to the 
teaching of the historic Jesus (see John 3:1-15); (2) 
Paul calls for “putting off” the old life of sin (see 
Rom. 6; 12:1-3; Col. 3:1-9; (3) Paul calls for “putting 
on” the new man (see Rom. 6:12-23). 
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By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


FOR DECEMBER 31, 1961: WHY BE GOOD? 


Scripture—Ephesians 2:1-10 and 4:17-5:2 
Suggested Hymns— 
“Living for Jesus” 
“So Let Our Lips and Lives Express” 
“More Like the Master” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: Some 
people, even young people, live very worldly lives and 
still seem to bask in fame and popularity. It seems that 
many who make no place for God or true goodness in 
their lives continue to prosper materially. When we 
make such observations, we may be tempted to ask: 
“Does it really pay to be good?” or “Whv should I 
be good?” Even when we see good people suffering and 
the wicked prospering we must not be shaken in our 
faith or discouraged, because there are still many sound 
reasons for being good. Let us see what they are. 


Before we start looking at the reasons for being good, 
we had better ask what we mean by “being good”. 
(Ask the group for opinions). It means living as Christ 
would have us live, and that calls for being strictly 
honest . . no cheating or falsifying of any kind. It 
means being courteous and kind. It means being un- 
selfish and showing true humility. It means being pure 
in thought, word, and deed. This involves our speech, 
our activities, the kind of recreation we take part in, 
and the choice of friends we make. It means being 
helpful and cooperative at home. It means being con- 
scientious and faithful at school and at work. It means 
putting Christ first in our lives and living according 
to the teachings of the Bible. As Christians, this is the 
way we ought to live, and as we have already said, 
there are many good reasons for doing so. 


FIRST SPEAKER: We are not to be good in order 
to be saved, but we are to be good because we are 
saved already. (Read Ephesians 2:8-10.) We become 
Christians by faith, and only by faith, but we prove 
our Christianity by the way we live. We can often 
tell that a person belongs to a certain family because 
he has the family’s characteristics. One of the main 
characteristics of God is goodness. When we become 
His children through faith, the family characteristic 
of goodness ought to be seen in us. To be consistent, 
then, with the profession we have made, our lives 
must be filled with goodness like God’s. 


When we say that a Christian is consistently good, 
do we mean that he never commits any sin at all? 
Sinlessness is the ideal for Christians, but it is an ideal 
which we never reach in this life. The fact that a per- 
son sins does not mean that he is not saved. His 


Youth Pro 
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attitude toward sin is probably the most important 
thing. If he hates his sin and loves goodness, he is 
likeminded with God and is surely God’s child. On 
the other hand, if a person has no love for goodness 
and feels no real sorrow for his sins, but rather en- 
joys them, this person has reason to doubt his Chris- 
tianity whether he has joined a church or not. 


If Christ has saved us, and we have Him in our 
hearts . . .if we are really God’s children through 
faith in Christ, we will be good. If we are truly 
Christians, goodness will be a part of our Christian 
nature. 


SECOND SPEAKER: We ought to be good... 
that is, God-pleasing . . . for the sake of those who 
love us. Our reputation and character are important 
to many people. We do not live to ourselves, and when 
we think we are harming only ourselves we need to 
remember that we are also hurting the many people 
who love us. We have a great obligation to our 
Christian parents. Not only do they love us and suf- 
fer for us when we do something wrong, but their 
reputations are tied together with ours. When our 
lives are less than they ought to be it reflects on our 
parents. People see us and remember our parents. 
Our brothers, sisters, and other relatives are involved 
with us in the same way our parents are. When we 
fail to do what is right we harm them too. There are 
many others: friends, teachers, ministers, boy and 
girl friends, and future husbands, wives, and children 
who have much at stake in the way we live our lives 
now. When we live up to high Christian standards 
of conduct, we make many people happy. When we 
fail to measure up to those standards many people 
are disappointed. We ought to be good for the sake of 
those who love us and believe in us. 


THIRD SPEAKER: Not of least importance, we 
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ought to be good for our own sake . . . for conscience 
sake. We may be able to hide our wrongdoing, es- 
pecially our evil thinking, from all other people, 
but we cannot hide from ourselves or from God. 
However well we may conceal it from others, con- 
sistent wrong thinking and wrongdoing will even- 
tually cause our character to deteriorate. In other 
words, we may be able to conceal it for awhile, but 
sooner or later it will become evident. Even if we 
could hide our un-Christian living forever, we can- 
not hide from ourselves; and we have to live with our- 
selves. A great deal of the emotional trouble that 
people are experiencing today stems from the fact that 
it has become almost impossible for them to live with 
their own conciences. One of the surest ways of in- 
suring a happy and satisfied life for ourselves is to 
live in such a way that our conciences will not con- 
demn us and our memories will not make us ashamed. 


PROGRAM LEADER: If we honestly try to be 
in the Christian sense, we are going to be 
different from many of those around us. We may as 
well face it, we will draw some criticism. Let us 


remember, however, that much of the criticism we 
draw for living as Christians will not be genuine. 
Much of the criticism will come from people who will 
be embarrassed because they know they ought to be 
taking the same stand and doing the same things we 
are. They will be embarassed because of their own 
failure to be good, and they will make fun of us in an 
effort to justify themselves and to cover their shame. 
In any case, when we seek to do God’s will we wil] 
have the satisfaction of knowing that we are pleasing 
Him and that He can use our efforts. The Bible Says 
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord” (I Corinthians 15:58). Also it js 
written: “And let us not be weary in well doing: for 
in due season we shall reap, if we faint not,” (Gala- 
tians 6:9). 


CLOSING PRAYER 


(Program for January 7: “Am I sure I’m a Chris. 
tian?”’) 





)THE CHURCH AT HOME‘ 


ALSTON LETTER NOTES 
BENEVOLENCES DECLINE 


DECATUR, Ga. (PN) — A decline 
in benevolence receipts has prompted 
a letter from the moderator of the 
General Assembly to each of the min- 
isters of the 3,995 congregations of 
the Presbyterian Church, US. 


Dr. Wallace M. Alston urged the 
ministers “to bring this matter to the 
attention of your people and to take 
any necessary steps to insure the full 
support of all the work of the Church 
for this present church year.” He 
noted- that during the first - eight 
months, receipts were -comparable to 
those of last year. -But the fall re- 
ceipts “have shown a decline which 
will be serious unless the trend is 
changed.” 


A statement of receipts issued by 
the Office of the General Assembly 





PURITAN REPRINTS 
New and Used Books 


BIBLE TRUTH DEPOT 
Swengel, Pa. 
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in Atlanta, dated Oct. 31, showed 
that 37.93 per cent of the annual 
budget of $1,570,850 for General 
Fund agencies had been received. At 
the same time last year the percentage 
was 38.12. 


Receipts toward the $26,600 budget 
for Inter-Church agencies amounted to 
42.21 per cent, compared with 47.66 
per cent at the same time in 1960. 


(Receipts were up from a year ago, 
however, for the Board of Annuities 
and Relief and the Board of World 
Missions. Both reported larger dol- 
lar amounts, and A&R, had 1.3 per 
cent more of its budget.. World Mis- 
sions had .1 per cent less of its budget 
than at the same time last year.) 


The decline in receipts for benev- 
olences was cause for concern at the 
semi-annual meeting of the General 
Council in November. It was at the 
request of the Council, “and because 
of my own concern,” Dr. Alston said, 
that he sent the letter. 





People talk of recognizing (Red) 
China; it is not China they would 
recognize. True China is hound and 
gagged and it is her jailkeeper they 
would recognize. — HELEN WILLIS, 
the last Protestant missionary to 
leave China. A Canadian, Miss 
Willis lived on for 10 years under 
Communist rule. 


A.R.P. CHURCH OPENS 
NEW EXTENSION OFFICE 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. — Offices of 
the new Department of Church Ex- 
tension of the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church have been estab- 
lished here at 113 W. Eleventh Street. 
The Rev. W. C. Lauderdale, present- 
ly pastor of New Perth ARP church 
in Troutman, N. C., will become the 
director Jan. 1. 


At. its meeting last summer, the 
denomination’s General Synod -ap- 
proved plans to organize the depart- 
ment.. It is to coordinate the denomi- 
national program of evangelism with 
the work of Home. Missions in extend- 
ing the bounds, as-well as increasing 
the strength of the 146-church body. 
There are now ARP congregations in 
12 Southern states. 


The new executive is a graduate of 
Erskine College and Erskine Seminary, 
an Air Force veteran and an ARP rep- 
resentative on the General Commis- 
sion on Chaplains and Armed Forces 
Personnel. He has been in his pres- 
ent pastorate ten years. 





NAME MONTREAT ‘VISITORS’ 


MONTREAT, N. C. — Two promi- 
nent Asheville men will be co-chair- 
men of the new board of visitors of 
Montreat - Anderson College, Presi- 
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dent C. Grier Davis has announced. 
They are Reuben B. Robertson, Sr., 
past president and board chairman of 
Champion Paper and Fibre Co., and 
Dr. Oliver C. Carmichael, past presi- 
dent of the University of Alabama and 
an official of the Ford Foundation. 





MONTREAT ASSOCIATION 
GETS GIFT OF $50,000 


MONTREAT, N. C. — Fifty thou- 
sand dollars in cash was left to the 
Mountain Retreat Association in the 
will of Miss Mable A. Dresser of New 
Orleans, President C. Grier Davis has 
announced. He called the undesignat- 
ed bequest “one of the outstanding 
gifts made in recent years” to Mon- 
treat. 


Miss Dresser had visited Assembly 
Inn in the summers. Dr. Davis said 
there were no immediate plans for 
use of her gift, but the trustees will 
probably apply it to the development 
program now being planned. In com- 
menting on the bequest, he said the 
association and institutions at Mon- 
treat were increasingly becoming the 
recipient of benefactions from estates 
“as an evidence of the growing con- 
cern among church people for the im- 
provement of the facilities made 
available here.” 





Whoever thinks he can smile at God’s 
wrath will never praise Him eternally 
for His grace. — H. VOGEL. 





GEORGIAN STYLE pews and chancel 
furnishings in excellent condition for 
sale at about half cost. Ideal for 
small church or chapel seating about 
100. For further information con- 
tact: James H. Nowell, minister, Cove- 
nant Presbyterian Church, S. Union 
St., Concord, N. C., or William B. Pat- 


ten, chairman, board of deacons. 





ORGANIST - choir director, age 26, 
10 years experience, desires position 
in wide awake church. Will receive 
Bachelor’s degree in Church Music in 
January. Available February 1, 1962. 
James D. Vick, Box 28322, Furman 


University, Greenville, South Caro- 
lina, 





WANTED — Responsible party to 
take over low monthly payments on a 
spinet piano. Can be seen locally. 
Write Credit Manager, P. O. Box 215, 
Shelbyville. Indiana. 
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Childrens Lille Studies 
Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 


ADVENTURES IN THE PROMISED LAND 
2. Joshua’s Charge 


DO YOU KNOW— What Joshua commanded the soldiers to do? 
LOOK UP in your Bible: Joshua 22:4-5. 
WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about what Joshua 


commanded the soldiers? 
THING TO REMEMBER: We are to love the Lord and obey 
Him. Joshua 22:5; John 14:15. 


* *% * * 


THE WAR IS ENDED Joshua 22: 1-4 


(Write on each line the number of the verse that tells each fact.) 


The —_ kept the commandments (charge) of the 
rd. 


The Lord gave rest to the people. 
The people obeyed the voice of Joshua. 


—____. The two and a half tribes had not left (forsaken) the 
rest of the people of Israel. 


These tribes were told they could return to their own 


land. 
—_______ Joshua called the people to him. 


JOSHUA GIVES A COMMAND TO THE PEOPLE 
Joshua 22:5 


Before the soldiers left on their journey home, Joshua charged 
(commanded) them to do five things. Write these on the 
lines below. 

















l. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

WE MUST MAKE A CHOICE Joshua 24:15; John 3:16-18 
Joshua told the people they must _. _. _. _. _. _ whom 

they would serve. We, too, must make a choice. If we believe 

in Christ, God’s Son, we shall have everlasting _. _. __ _. 

If we do not choose Christ, we are condemned already, because 

ae in the Son of God. Do 


YOU choose Christ? 





* 8s #8 #8 
DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? What prophet fed a hundred 
men with twenty loaves? Look up: II Kings 4:42-44. 


(Adapted from “Adventures in the Promised Land. Copy- 
right 1959 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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RELIGION, REASON AND REV- 
ELATION, by Gordon H. Clark. Pres- 
byterian and Reformed Publishing 
Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 241 pp. $3.75. 


The first chapter of this book pro- 
vides an answer to the question, “Is 
Christianity a Religion?” To the au- 
thor’s credit it should be noted that 
he recognizes the importance of an 
exact definition of Christianity in 
dealing with this question. Dr. Clark 
conceives Christianity to be expressed 
in a specific doctrinal system and that 
system is called Calvinism. He af- 
firms that the best expression of Chris- 
tianity and of the system is to be 
found in the articles of the Westmin- 
ster Confession. With such a definite 
basis it will no longer be necessary 
“to spin busily in a whirlpool of 
equivocal disputation. Now we can 
know what we are talking about.” 


The author is not concerned with 
empty and meaningless terminology 
and he avoids all ambiguities. He 
brings. into sharp focus the relation of 
reason and faith, inspiration and rev- 
elation, and the basis of morality. Be- 
cause of his basic doctrinal position 
the author arrives at definite and con- 
sistent conclusions. i ‘ 


In a forthright manner Dr. Clark 
shows that the Christian answer be- 
gins with God creating Adam in His 
own image and giving him a special 
revelation. Here was the beginning 
of religion. With the fall, however, 
and the resultant depravity, men be- 
came estranged from God and distort- 
ed both the revelation and the reac- 
tion to it. As generations came and 
went these distortions diverged in 
many directions giving rise to all 
forms of idolatry, animal worship, fe- 
tishism, and witchcraft, not to men- 
tion the more blatant rebellion of 
atheism. 


A splendid chapter is devoted to 
“Faith and Reason.” Dr. Clark warns 
that emphasis upon subjectivity and 
the corresponding disparagement of 
objectivity results in the destruction 


of Christianity’s objective historicity. 
He raises this question, “If there is 
no objective truth, if the How super- 
cedes the What, then can truth be 
distinguished from fancy?” 


A chapter on “Inspiration and Lan- 
guage” is worth the price of the book. 
Here the author discusses language as 
a fit instrument for revelation and 
then deals with the question of meth- 
od. Dr. Clark raises some searching 
questions on the subject of inspira- 
tion and language. Here is a sample. 
“If the prophets who spoke, if the au- 
thors who wrote, if our Lord Himself 
are mistaken about verbal inspiration, 
if they are mistaken these hundreds 
of times, what assurance may anyone 
have with respect to the other things 
that they said and wrote? Is there any 
reason to suppose that men who were 
so uniformly deceived as to the source 
of their message could have had any 
superior insight and accurate knowl- 
edge of man’s relation to God?” Still 
more pointedly: “Can anyone profess 
a personal attachment to Jesus Christ 
and consistently contradict his asser- 
tion that the Scriptures cannot be 
broken?” 


In the opinion of this reviewer, this 
volume is one of the most satisfying 
interpretations of Christianity that has 
appeared in the 20th century. This 
is a book that should be read and 
reread. It is strong meat and there- 
fore not for babes. A good gift for 
your minister. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





CLOUDED GLASS, by Adel Pryor. 
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 


Rapids. 192 pp. $2.50. 


In this novel, written for the early 
teenage group, action begins immedi- 
ately in the sort of romantic atmos- 
phere that appeals to youth and prom- 
ises excitement. The plot centers 
around a young girl who finds herself 
involved in disaster, mystery, antago- 
nism, and love. 


It is unfortunate that a story which 
has the potential for being exciting 
has been developed in such a shallow 
manner. The plot of Clouded Glass is 
obvious; long before the final chapter 
one is aware of the impending conclu- 
sion. 


Although the book contains some 
sound Christian principles and some 
of its characters reveal admirable 


Christian traits, it tends to be the sort 
of insipid religious fiction that fajjs 
to attract readers. One of the great. 
est weaknesses of religious novels gep. 
erally, exemplified by this one, is the 
unrealistic manner in which the Chris. 
tian characters speak of serious things, 


In order to be objective one must 
consider that the reviewer is an adult 
and the book was written for youth, 
Too, the author’s experiences and en. 
vironmental background are different 
from an American’s as she was born 
in Norway and moved to South Africa 
at the age of ten. 


—Virginia Langston 
Baton Rouge, La. 





THE GOSPEL MIRACLES, by Ron. 
ald S. Wallace. Wm. B. Eerdmans Co,, 
Grand Rapids. 160 pp. $2.50. 


As the author deals with twenty of 
the Miracles of Jesus, the reader gets 
an ever increasing sense of the power 
of God at work in the things common 
to everyday life. 


Each miracle discussed is handled 
separately and imaginatively. There 
is no uncertainty as one reads along 
about the sovereignty of God and the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ. One sees in 
this book positive, persuasive and per- 
sonal faith in God. 


The author’s dealing with the widow 
from Nain reminds us that Christ 
cares for the down-trodden and the 
fact that he would go to Nain is list- 
ed by the author as evidence of His 
concern for the people of small towns 
and rural areas. He says, “Nain re 
minds us that Jesus Christ is concerned 
to visit the out-of-the-way places as 
well as large centers of population.” 
The author brought his discussion of 
this miracle to a fitting conclusion in 
saying, “If Jesus could not raise the 
dead child here and now, He could 
not be the Saviour of men,” but of 
course He raised the child and the 
conclusion is foregone. 


The finest quality of the book lies 
in the author’s acceptance of the Bib- 
lical record and his exposition upon 
it rather than becoming lost in the 
pursuit of the historical or scientific 
plausibility of the miracle under con- 
sideration. 


—(Rev.) Paul S. Hopwood 
Branson, Mo. 





There are 80 presbyteries in the 
Presbyterian Church, US. 
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ON THE ROAD TO CHRISTIAN 
UNITY, by S. M. Cavert, Harper & 
Brothers, New York. 192 pp. $3.75. 


Through “ecumenical” eyes Dr. Ca- 
yert gives a thorough appraisal of 
steps in Church unity from the past, 
in the present and for the future. He 
does this by examining ecumenicity 
of the last fifty years, on the local 
and foreign scene; the case against 
ecumenicity; the role of the local 
church in the movement; the role of 
the Roman Church; and the goal of 
the ecumenical movement which is 
unity not only in spirit but in organi- 
zation. 


However, Dr. Cavert does say, “The 
heart of organic unity is not a partic- 
ular type of organization but a fully 
shared experience in fully intercon- 
nected life.” 


Ecumenicity, according to the au- 
thor, is more than co-operation. It is 
union: Dr. Cavert believes that it is 
only through an ecumenical spirit that 
the Church can lift up Christ so as to 
draw all men to Him. Here is one who 
shows Christian love and concern, and 
at the same time one who holds lightly 
some of the real concerns of the Evan- 
gelical faith! 


—(Rev.) John DeSanto 
Vincennes, Indiana 





THE THIRD CROSS, by Avin Har- 
ry Johnston. Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids. 346 pp. $3.50. 


The Third Cross will take its place 
among best loved modern novels por- 
traying life in Palestine in the days 
of Christ. Because the author engaged 
in years of research, the reader profits 
from authentic accounts of Hebrew 
customs and ideals. He makes very 
real the unbearable conditions Rome 
imposed upon subjugated Israel. The 
reader shares the passionate longing 
in Jewish hearts for a conquering, 
delivering Messiah. 

This unforgettable story deals with 
the romance that developed between 
Fabius, a golden haired Roman sol- 
dier, and Ruth, a beautiful Jewish 
girl, despite the conflicting beliefs and 
customs of their people. 

Fabius, who was sent to Jerusalem 
with a replacement contingent for 
legions serving there, is gripped by 
the sincerity of the Jews’ belief in 
one God. Constantly he is confront- 
ed by the application of their belief to 
their daily lives.. On every hand he 
hears about the prophet called Jesus 
of Nazareth whom hundreds believe 





to be their expected Messiah, and the “*“““""” ne 
Son of God. 


Across a liberal canvas, the talent- THE 
ed author paints a thrilling romance, 
into which he sketches the story of 
the Gospels. 


Buy Your Books From 


BOOK DEPARTMENT 
—Mrs. Charles J. Knapp WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


Moultrie, Ga. . 
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in her 
Th What mother, anywhere, does 
h ea rt not mentally sift and resift the 
question of what the future will mean for her children? Will 
they grow into capable men and women who lift and mend and 
create and thus make the world less crass and deceitful? Will 
they find God’s sacred calling for their energies and talents? 

The church, too, broods over its young. It, too, longs to see 
them fulfill all their wonderful promise. Among other things, 
it maintains Christian colleges where many prepare themselves 
for the world of work. 

The annual churchwide emphasis for 1962 will be “Christian 
Vocation.” You will want to encourage your congregation to 
participate fully in the plans and programs focusing on this 
vital theme. 


*“But Mary kept all these things, pondering them in Sr heart.” 
u 


ke 2:19 










DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S. 

BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 
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MINISTERS 
Frank E. Smith, from Jackson, Ala., 
to Orlando, Fla. 
M. A. Hopkins (H.R), from Berke- 
ley, Calif., to 3145 High Street, 
Oakland, Calif. 
William N. Clark, Jr., from Staun- 
ton, Va., to Waynesboro, Va. 
H. Dewey Herring, from Benson, N. 
C., to the Galatia church, Fayette- 
ville, N. C. 
A. Leslie Thompson, Charlotte, N. 
C., will become pastor of the First 
Church, Brunswick, Ga., early in 
January. 


John McSween, Clinton, S. C., is 
serving the Davidson College (N.C.) 
church while a pastor is being 
sought. 

CORRECTION: The change of 
address notice for Henry Edward 
Morren (Nov. 29) was in error. 


HE J 


Use the handy order form below—“Shop” for your gifts right in your 
home. Send us the names and addresses, along with your check, and the 


Journal will do the rest. 


gh ao et i ; eh eb oe 


LETTERS 


EQUALIZATION — 
THE DEBATE CONTINUES 


You and Mr. Keyes are render- 
ing a real service in publishing facts 
about equalization as this takes place 
at various levels in the Church. The 
majority of members would not ap- 
prove of this regimentation of their 
designated gifts. 

. . . Apparently in some cases 
equalization takes place at both the 
Presbytery and Synodical levels as 
well as the Assembly’s level. This 
is not the way to promote the grace 
of stewardship. A former Moderator 
of the General Assembly told me that 
he was once approached by a church 
officer seeking advice. The officer 
had made a special gift of $1,000 to 
World Missions through his church 
treasurer. Later he had reason to 
believe that on account of his “spe- 
cial” gift the amount contributed by 
other givers to World Missions was 
shifted to benefit other causes (Mr. 
Keyes has explained the procedure 
with great clarity). He was asking, 
“What shall I do, in the future?” 


The advice he received was, ‘The 
next time you make such a gift, send 
it straight to the treasurer of the 


a ra 


lL 


An attractive card will tell the recipient of 
your thoughtfulness. Rates: $3 a year for each subscription, $2.50 a 


year each in groups of five or more. 


Board of World Missions and tel] no 
one about it, not even your logy 
church.” But that advice is futile 
now in some Synods, where Synod 
treasurers require the Board to Te 
port such gifts, which they take inty 
account before they remit the fung 
held by them for World Missions, 


It is a difficult problem, because 
every cause is a good cause, having 
received the approval of the Assem. 
aoe 


—(Rev.) Frank A. Brown 
Norfolk, Va. 





THIS AND THAT 


I would like to take this opportunity 
to express my appreciation for you 
excellent magazine. It well represents 
the evangelical Presbyterian viewpoint 
in our country. 


—(Rev.) William D. Livingston 
San Diego, Calif. 





We especially enjoy Dr. Bell’s ar. 
ticles and Dr. Gutzke’s Circle Bible 
Studies, as they say so much in lap. 
guage that is so easily understood, 


—Mrs. LeRoy Walker 
Miller, Md. 





Mail to: The Pres- 
byterian Journal, 


Weaverville, N. C. 











Please send The Presbyterian Journal to the following, and send gift 


cards, as indicated. I enclose $ 


Address 


Order sent by 
Address 


Please Print or Type All Names 


... subscriptions. 
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